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GREAT EASTERN STATION, WHITTLESEA, 





Whittlesey Scrapbook 1897 to 1990 


Facts, Features and (occasional) Fallacies 
reported in Cambridge Newspapers 
summarised by 
Mike Petty 


Most of these stories originally appeared in the Ely Standard, Cambridge Daily/Evening/News or the 
Cambridgeshire Weekly News, its sister title. 
They are supplemented by some articles published in the 
Cambridge Independent Press or Cambridge Chronicle 
Most were featured in my ‘Looking Back’ column in the Cambridge News from 1996-2014 
The complete ‘Cambridgeshire Scrapbook’ of which this is a small section is published online at 
https://archive.org/details/MikesOnlineResources 
I have digital and other copies of most of the stories summarised. 
The original volumes are housed in the Cambridgeshire Collection at Cambridge Central Library 
where there are many other indexes dating back to 1770. 
They also have detailed newspaper cuttings files on over 750 topics that have been compiled since the 
1960s. 


Newspapers sometimes get things wrong. I copy things out incorrectly. Do check 
There are a multitude of spelling and layout errors. Please forgive or correct them 


News never stops but this file was finished on 31 August 2016. 
I will maintain supplements and corrections — contact me for anything you need 
Please make what use of these notes that you may. Kindly remember where they came from 
See my website — www.mikepetty.org.uk for further notes. 





Mike Petty, Stretham 
2021 
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1906 07 21 

At Whittlesey the funeral took place of an octogenarian resident named William Henry Plowman. Ten 
old men of upwards of 80 years of age followed him to the grave and received five shillings each. 
Twelve young chapel ladies also received five shillings each for singing ‘Rock of Ages’ at the 
graveside. Plowman worked as a labourer on the railway and later went to South Australia where he 
amassed a fortune. He leaves various charitable bequests, including £1,000 to Peterborough Infirmary. 
06 07 21 

1906 08 20 

Those who did not experience the terrific storm which crossed the county could hardly realise the 
extent of the damage. It almost totally destroyed the crops as it passed. At Whittlesey later wheat was 
absolutely ruined and the beans were cut to atoms. Near Huntingdon some of the crops had not only 
no corn left but the straw was gone too. Nearer Cambridge the hail was not quite so heavy but in 
several places there was not a single piece of corn left. It simply meant ruin for the farmers. 06 08 20 
& alt is 12 years since the extreme penalty of the law was last paid within the walls of the County 
Gaol. The last culprit was Walter Horsford, the notorious St Neots poisoner, who was hanged on 28th 
June 1898 for the murder of his cousin. Prior to that there was a long period during which the 
hangman was not called upon for it was as far back as December 1876 that Robert Browning was 
executed for the murder of a woman on Midsummer Common. The last public execution in the county 
was in March 1864 when a man was hanged for the murder of a girl at Whittlesey. Shortly after this 
the law was passed putting a stop to executions in public and the tendency now is for complete 
privacy 1006 17c 

1912 92 09 

A new Fen decoy of eight acres is being made near Whittlesey for Mr Childers and Lord Rothschild 
has secured a large breadth of fenland at Woodwalton for something of a similar nature. During the 
last 30 or 40 years there has been a decoy in process of formation at Market Deeping. It is 40 acres in 
extent and is now perfect as a sporting or pleasure shoot. It is proposed to add another 60 or 70 acres 
and it will be known as the Deeping Fish Ponds or Mere 12 02 09 

1913 02 14 

Two tiny coffins have recently been found in the monastic burial ground of Peterborough, and have 
been placed in Peterborough Cathedral. One is 2ft 6ins in length and the other 2ft 8ins. They are said 
locally to be the coffins of the twin children of King Canute (995-1035) who were drowned in 
Whittlesey Mere as they were crossing to be educated at Peterborough Abbey 13 02 14 p4 CIP 

1913 04 04 CIP 

Congregational union — villages, Burwell, Castle Camps, Chatteris, Eversden, Fordham, Whittlesey, 
Balsham, West Wratting. Cheveley, Shelford, Six Mile Bottom 

1913 05 02 

George Nicholls, Liberal bye-election candidate, profile; born Whittlesey 

1913 11 07 

Hangings at Cambridge County Gaol & elsewhere ... John Green, murder of girl at Whittlesey, last 
public execution 11" March 1864 

1914 05 29 

The work of Suffrage Societies in the Eastern Federation has grown so much that reorganisation is 
needed. The Hon Sec for Cambridgeshire is Mrs Heitland, who with Miss Garlick as organiser is 
arranging meetings in North Cambs villages represented in Parliament by an anti-suffragist, the Hon. 
Neil Primrose. At Chatteris the Picture Palace was filled with other meetings in Whittlesey & 
Wisbech. Two ardent Cambridge suffragists, Miss Ida Freud, later lecture at Newnham College and 
Miss Smith of Hills Road, are much missed. Nine labourers were fined for disturbing a meeting at St 
Neots by shouting, dancing and singing. 14 05 29c 

1914 08 07 ES 

Departures from Wisbech, March, Benwick, Ely, Whittlesey, Chatteris, Outwell, Soham, Littleport, 
Sutton 

191409 11 ES 

Successful recruiting — Wisbech, March, Ely, Haddenham, Witchford, Littleport, Lt Downham, 
Coates, Whittlesey 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from = www.mikepetty.org.uk 


Whittlesey Scrapbook 1897-1990 by Mike Petty 


1914 10 09 ES 

Casualties (& Photos) Witcham, March, Wimblington, Chatteris, Prickwillow, Wilburton, Whittlesey, 
Soham 

1915 03 26 CIP 

Cambs Regiment in Action. During the past week vivid stories have come to hand in the shape of 
letters from the men themselves, which give a pretty good idea of the fierce fighting the 1st Cambs. 
Regiment went through nearly a fortnight ago. By many it is stated that Regulars have admitted that 
the engagement concerned was worse than the retreat from Mons and under such circumstances a 
certain number of casualties must be expected. No official list of these is yet to hand, and the numbers 
in the various letters vary considerably. It is regrettable to have to record thus early after their 
departure for the Front the deaths of two promising young officers in Capt. O. N. Tebbutt, of 
Cambridge, and Lt. J. D, Smalley of Whittlesey. Capt. Tebbutt was the eldest son of Col. Louis 
Tebbutt, Station Road, the former Commanding Officer of the Ist Cambridgeshire’s. Capt. Tebbutt 
was 24 years of age. 15 03 26 CIP 

1915 05 14 

Officer Casualties. Capt. M. C. Clayton of the 1st Cambridgeshire Regiment, who has been wounded 
in action, is a son of Mr. Collins Clayton, the Mayor of Wisbech. He is in the Second London General 
Hospital, St. Mary's College. Chelsea. Lt. E. W. Saunders: of "C" Company, who was killed in action 
near Hill 60, was 21 years of age. He was the elder son of the late Walter Saunders, of Glassmoor 
House. Whittlesey. Lt. Walter Montagu West (died of wounds) was 19 years of age. On leaving 
Oundle School, he returned home to take up farming with his father, Mr. Walter W, West, JP, of 
Needham Hall. 15 05 14 CIP 

1916 03 24 ES 

Tribunals — Ely Urban, North Witchford appeals, Whittlesey rural, Newmarket rural — Soham, 
Isleham, Wicken 

1916 11 10 ES 

Appeal tribunal, North Witchford rural, Whittlesey, Wisbech 

1917 07 13 WS 

Bogus MA woman married Whittlesey soldier - most dangerous woman criminal p8 

1920 01 16 WS 

Squabble over ownership of the ancient documents of Whittlesey - old oak chest containing the 
town’s archives - tithe map and Inclosure award; at present held by vicar and churchwardens of 
Whittlesey St Mary but claimed it is property of overseers of town. Many years ago placed in church 
for safe keeping & people paid 2/6 to consult items but new vicar claimed as it was in the church they 
belonged to church and demanded keys from overseer - who refused. Vicar then locked chest in coke 
cellar in crypt. Overseers petitions for Isle of Ely County Council to arbitrate - they found in favour of 
overseers - but vicar still not too sure WS 16.1.20 p5 

1920 02 20 ES 

Isle of Ely bridges: report by the County Surveyor ... in Whittlesey District Chapel Bridge is safe 
only for loads of two tons and a new bridge is urgently needed.— 20 02 20 ES 

1920 07 28 

Fire at Whittlesey. A fire occurred at the residence of Mr. Edward Hubbard, in Windmill Street, 
Whittlesey, at the premises formerly known as the Windmill Inn, early on Saturday morning. Mr. 
Hubbard was aroused by his daughter, who was awakened by a creaking noise in the chimney 
immediately adjoining the bedroom, and on inspection a beam was found, to be on fire. Mr Hubbard 
at once aroused the other inmates, and after throwing a few buckets of water on the fire, went for the 
Fire Brigade, who were soon on the spot and succeeded in getting the fire under control before it had 
made much headway. 20 07 28 CIP 

1923 11 09 ES 

A devastating fire which raged in the centre of Whittlesey brought extensive havoc to houses and 
shop properties causing damage running into several thousand pounds. Two houses and shops and a 
private house were completely destroyed and the fire which involved properties on both sides of 
Market Street was the most serious that has occurred for a long time past. At the same time the town 
was extremely fortunate in escaping a far more disastrous conflagration considering the situation in 
which the fire occurred, the rapidity with which it enveloped the properties involved. High, almost 
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hurricane, wind which blew and the inadequacies of the local equipment for fighting so serious an 
outbreak. The outbreak occurred on the south side of Market Street near the junction with Broad 
Street involving the shops of Joseph Perkin, grocer confectioner and tobacconist and J.R. Fox which 
was also devoted to confectionery and included tearooms. In addition Mr Fox carried on a furniture 
trade having a warehouse at the rear of the premises. Both were thatched though one had been 
covered with tiles. The Whittlesey Fire Brigade were early on the scene with the manual engine. But 
with equipment of such limited capacity and with no considerable supply of water in the immediate 
vicinity, they were powerless to cope with the conflagration. As there is no water mains the only 
source of supply were wells which were soon pumped dry. The fire was fanned by winds and the 
flames leapt high and wide with burning material carried far afield to the grave danger of other 
properties. There is a great deal of old property much of it hatched although many are covered with 
slates or tiles. Wet cloths were stretched over the roof of a nearby thatched house. The property on 
both sides of the street was blazing furiously when the Peterborough Brigade arrived with a steamer 
and motor tender. They were handicapped as the nearest available water supply was in the river at 
Briggate and between 700 and 800 yards of hose had to be run out. And the problem was that of 
confining the conflagration to the limits which it had reached. The fire emphasises the inadequacy of 
the equipment of the Whittlesey Brigade. There are vacancies in the Brigade and the Captain would 
be glad if young men would volunteer. — 23 1109 & a 

1924 01 28 

The 203rd Field Company (Cambs) Royal Engineers celebrated their fifth reunion and dinner. In 
January 1915 the War Office had asked whether an engineering company could be raised in 
Cambridge. Great efforts were made but many of the youth had already joined other units. However a 
start in recruiting was begun and they were able to get a few men together. Their headquarters were in 
East road but when numbers began to increase they had moved to Ely, March, Whittlesey and 
afterwards Wisbech. They had no regular Engineer officer to take command of the unit but that grand 
old volunteer, Colonel Harding, although he was then nearly 70 years of age, undertook the job. 

1924 02 18 

A meeting took place at Ely for the purpose of forming an Ely branch of the National Farmers Union. 
Mr Street Porter said a branch existed at Haddenham and if one was formed for Ely it would be much 
more convenient for his district. There were four others in the Isle of Ely — March, Wisbech, Chatteris 
and Whittlesey. There would be no doubt that members would derive benefits from it. 

1926 07 16 

Mr J.G. Washington of March sold copies of the first edition of the Cambridgeshire Times in 1872, 
and has continued to do so for another 54 years. ... Why recalling the pioneer days of the newspaper 
it is interesting to note that Mr F. Bell who has a business in High Causeway, Whittlesey, was a 
member of the staff which produced the first copies of the then little four page journal. — 26 07 16 ES 
1927 01 07 ES 

An old bargee’s reminiscences: canal traffic in the fens 60 years ago by Isaac Collett; Waterman’s 
hours — all hours. My father used to put me on the horse while the man rested on one of the barges. 
Sometimes he would shout “Boy! You’re asleep” and I would answer “Well I may be, I didn’t have 
any rest last night”. 

I remember when 10,000 tons of coal were taken from the Nene at Wisbech to Cambridge for the 
Lighting Company there. It used to go through the Wisbech Canal, having been brought to Wisbech 
my sailing ships (and afterwards steamers). The sluice keeper, Benson Woolhand, used to take so 
much money that he daren’t go to sleep. You could not get canal shares for love or money. The charge 
made was 6d per ton and we kicked up several ‘rows’ about it, because we used to charge freightage 
for gravel at so much a yard and had to pay at the rate of 1/2 tons per yard — the eighth being what we 
paid for carriage 

The last time my gang of lighters came through the Canal, I came from Whittlesey with a cargo of 
gravel for Elm Bridge. I went to Jessop, who then kept the lock, because the sluice doors were locked. 
He said ‘Yes — they have been locked and they are going to keep locked. The Company’s closed the 
canal’. I asked him what I was to do with the gravel and he answered “I don’t know”. So I said I 
would go and see someone. I went to Jackson’s office — Mr Edward Hugh Jackson — and the clerk 
there declared “It’s private property, we can do as we like. We shan’t open it any more” 
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With us gangling so, Mr Jackson came in ... he said “It doesn’t pay”. I fired up and challenged him: 
“Tt paid in your father’s time — you made fortunes out of it”. He said, “I shan’t open it if you argue for 
a month”. I then said “I shall be here tomorrow morning with a certificate demanding £10 a day for as 
many days as you keep me outside”. He said, “You’ll get nothing if you do — we have nothing”. 

“T thought I could walk, but the clerk got to the lock first, and the gates were opened for me 
immediately. There was not enough water that night, but we got through the lock next day and 
discharged the cargo at Elm. That was the last time the local gates were opened. I told Mr Jackson, 
incidentally, that he must have an Act of Parliament to close the canal”. 

Here Mr Collett broke off to descant on the serious position that would arise if the sea gates burst and 
allowed the tide to flow in. It is his serious opinion that in such a case Elm, Fridaybridge and Emneth 
would be flooded. He remembers when there was a flood from the Canal which extended to St 
Augustine’s Church. That same Sunday night Sutton Bridge dock ‘blowed’. He was fetched out on the 
Monday morning and literally never ‘took his shoes off; until the next Saturday night. 

This led Mr Collett to shed an interesting sidelight on local history. He saw the Sutton Bridge dock 
catastrophe from a special point of view. He had told the contractor when he was building the dock of 
the risk he was running in not adequately protecting the entrance gates. There was an apron extending 
out 60 ft but this was a delusive protect5ion. On this particular Sunday evening as the result of the 
great weight of water, the piling began to give way and the quicksand boiled up until a hole was 
made, and the water started boring under the threshold. Mr Collett was called in to drop clunch down 
to fill the hole, and although 220 tons were deposited in one night, the hole was deeper than ever in 
the morning, and all the labour had been ineffective. 

The antagonism that was created between Wisbech and Sutton Bridge was well indicated as Mr Collet 
continued his narrative. 

“Wisbech were ‘dead’ on the Sutton Bridge dock”, he said. “They wanted it at Wisbech, but the 
gunny part was that as soon as the dock ‘blew’ they came to Wisbech for help. They knew I had a 
cargo of clunch here — as a matter of fact there were 220 tons belonging to the Wisbech Corporation. 
The dock people thought if they could get that it would hold the breach. They came and made me an 
offer, but I said, as it was for the Corporation, I did not know whether I should be justified in letting 
them have it. They said, ‘Go and see the Mayor’. Ald. Ford was Mayor at that time and Mr Poole the 
Surveyor. I went and called them both up, but, knowing how keenly they opposed the dock being at 
Sutton Bridge, I had little hope of getting permission. However, what the Mayor said was, ‘Now you 
have the chance of your life. We will let you have the clunch all right, but you must charge your own 
price for it” 

“You may bet your life I did” (proceeded Mr Collet, with evidence relish as the memory of the deal). 
“I told them my price — and it was a little bit extra, and all they said was “Bring it all’ — they were so 
anxious to get it. But when I got it there it melted away like snow under a mild rain” 

Mr Collett was commissioned to get all the gangs of lighters he could find to rush clunch down to 
Sutton Bridge to save the dock. After three days and nights of it — travelling in trains and every other 
way to get to the owners, he felt he could not go on. The clunch was dropped on the sill and in front of 
it during the ebb of the tide. “I took a good mess of the stuff down, but I didn’t expect it to stand — I 
said it wouldn’t. And I was right” 

“T was there”, he went on, “when they put the ‘Gallant’ in the dock and ‘went on’, and was so pleased 
to see the first ship got in. When I got there on the Monday morning I never saw a man more ‘cut up’. 
He sunk some month there!” 

Mr Collett often travelled from Wisbech to Northampton — 121 miles by water, and he was familiar 
with every inch of the way. There were some hazardous journeys when the floods prevailed, and he 
remembers mooring barges to the railway bridge at Peterborough when the sleepers and metals were 
lifted out of position. In such difficult days he took risks, and on one journey netted £100 which he 
characterised as a slice of good luck. 

His memory of Whittlesey Mere is of a different place from what it is today, because there could be 
storms there then were by no means pleasant things to have to weather. His father carried the stone to 
make the first road when Whittlesey Mere was drained, completing three trips a week — which was 
not losing any time. 
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The drinking capacity of the bargemen is well exemplified in several anecdotes Mr Collett tells, but 
one of the most amusing of his stories deals with the vicissitudes of a trip when the floods carried a 
gang of lighters into the churchyard at Water Newton. The lighters had got adrift and were fouling the 
gravestones, when the parson came along and declared he would rather have any of the stones 
damaged than a beautiful marble memorial which was in imminent danger. Everything was done by 
Mr Collett and his men to prevent this being broken, but in his anxiety the parson began to swear. 
Somebody reproved him for his impatience and instanced the behaviour of Job under his afflictions. 
“Job”, ejaculated his reverence — “he never had a gang of lighters in his churchyard” — 27 01 07 ES 
1927 12 02 ES 

Middle Level pumping scheme; Ministry’s offer funding for new pumping station at St Germans 
withdrawn: would be pumping against the tide and 30 miles from danger area at Whittlesey Mere — 27 
1912 02 & (2) ES 

1929 09 27 

Stretham: Pc Roythorne promoted to sergeant and leaves Stretham for Littleport. Coming from 
Whittlesey in succession to Pc Saberton he has taken a keen interest in sport and made many friends 
Drought problems ... many wells have gone dry and only the largest ponds still retain a small quantity 
of drinking water. This lack of drinking water is causing great consternation and people are 
wondering whether the RDC will ever extend their main to the village. Whilst some still obtain a 
comparatively good supply from the village pump, others have to walk a considerable distance to get 
a pail full. The supply for animals is an acute problem, many have to cart water a distance of three or 
four miles. — 29 09 27(3) ES 

1929 10 04 

The old Beggars Bridge on LNER between March and Whittlesey was a wooden one of the gantry 
type, crossing the Twenty Foot River and two adjoining drove-ways. Of late it was apparent that the 
structure had outlived its useful purpose and was becoming increasingly dangerous for the heavy 
traffic on that route. In the early part of 1927 the work of erecting a new bridge was started. As both 
up and down lines had to be kept open to traffic the first section was to reconstruct a new down line, 
which was completed in June. The former down-line was utilised for the cranes and machinery 
necessary to carry out the second portion. The sub-soil was particularly bad but eventually 
foundations were made with over 300 piles driven into the ground. The third bridge, over the March 
side drove-way was then erected and the final stage has now been completed — photo. — 29 10 04(4) 
ES 

1929 11 29 ES 

New bridge erected over old River Nene at Northside on Whittlesey-Thorney Road. The old Dog-in- 
a-Doublet bridge has served to carry traffic across the stream for a great many years but was growing 
increasingly unsafe for growing vehicular traffic — 29 11 29(2) ES 

1930 05 23 ES 

Air pageant, Whittlesey, Kenneth Whittome organised; 15 aeroplanes on his landing ground 30 05 
23b 

1930 07 18 ES 

Peterborough Standard and Huntingdonshire Post pass to A. Sharman of March who has purchased 
from Commander Locker-Lampson, MP, the controlling shares in The Peterborough Press Ltd, the 
company which produces these newspapers. He is chairman and managing director of Sharman & Co. 
proprietors of The Cambridgeshire Times, Ely Standard, Littleport Gazette, Soham Advertiser, 
Chatteris Advertiser, Whittlesey Reporter and Wisbech Standard — 30 07 18b 

1930 08 29 

The new premises for the Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds now under construction in Market Street, 
Ely are being built by workmen who were members of the Society and the bricks which came from 
Warboys and Whittlesey are also made by members. In 1914 the district had been in a state of chaos 
but was now flourishing and the new building, designed by Tucker and Son, will be an everlasting 
monument to the Order. The Central Hall is panelled in oak and there will be a kitchen and four large 
offices. 30 08 29a-c 

1930 11 21 ES 

Ogden & Sons, the well-known March brewers have disposed of their business to Greene King of 
Bury St Edmunds. Ogden’s has long been one of the principal businesses in March. It began in quite a 
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small way being established in 1900 by Mr Ambrose Ogden who started a brewery at the Robin Hood 
Inn, Town End for supplying that inn. Gradually he began to supply other public houses and when he 
retired and his son took over they had already a flourishing trade. So great was the demand for their 
products that it was found necessary to extend their premises and on 12th of December 1885 they 
purchased the Rising Sun Inn in High Street from Mr T. Phillips at the rear of which the present 
brewery was built. Then other public houses were acquired and the business gradually built up to its 
present large dimensions. It has carried on an extensive trade having 40 houses attached to it of which 
the firm owns 27. These are spread over the area of March, Wimblington, Doddington, Benwick, 
Chatteris, Mepal, Sutton, Manea, Welney, Wisbech and Whittlesey. Greene King’s products are well- 
known in the Isle of Ely as they have a house at Sutton 

1932 03 10 

An exciting six-hour police chase started after three men were found asleep in a car on the road 
between Whittlesey and Coates. When questioned they ran away across the fields until they found 
their retreat barred by the river Nene. Although the tide was flowing strongly the fugitives jumped in; 
one drowned but the others made off in the direction of Thorney. Police spread the alarm by telephone 
and the countryside was scoured by pursuers in motor cars, on bicycles and on foot. Eventually they 
were found on the railway line at Eye. 32 03 10 

1933 02 22 

An investigation into the making up of Goose Tree Road between Guyhirn and Whittlesey heard that 
gratuities of two guineas had been offered to the divisional surveyors at Christmas by a company 
supplying materials. Other firms had sent gifts of cigars and game to members of the Highways 
Department. Work should be suspended and the Minister of Transport informed. 33 02 22 & a 

Isle highways sensation ... corrupt local government, Ministry asked to hold enquiry, Guyhirn- 
Whittlesey road. 33 02 24(5)(6)ES 

1935 06 26 

Storm damage; houses struck Whittlesey, Doddington windmill, Sutton house 34 07 20(4)ES 

The Parliamentary Land Drainage Committee discussed the prospects of flooding in Middle Level. 
Land 20 feet above the normal height of spring tides should be subject to a drainage tax. This would 
bring in much of March and three-quarters of Whittlesey but Doddington and most of Chatteris would 
be exempt. In the past churches had been inundated and parishioners climbed the towers to get out of 
the water. People went from Lincolnshire by boat to take food to the folks in Terrington. 35 06 26 & a 
1936 10 03 

Whittlesey lorry driver trapped in burning cab — 36 10 03 

1937 01 16 

Whittlesey farmer sues drainage board over flooding of his land — 37 01 16d & e 

1937 09 17 

Improvement of part of the March to Whittlesey road deferred; March Hyde collapsed; brick arch of 
the culvert under the road subsided - 37 09 17(2)(3)ES 

1938 03 18 ES 

Whittlesey fire, Boat & Anchor, King’s Dyke. 38 03 18ES 

1938 06 29 

Several towns in the Isle of Ely were ‘raided’ by bombers in the early hours. There was no cause for 
alarm, because the raid was nothing more than an experiment to test the effectiveness of air raid 
precautions. Two bombers from Marham left the aerodrome to spot the black-out area in Whittlesey, 
March, Chatteris & Wisbech. March and Chatteris were in complete darkness and it was an eerie 
sight to see the chain of lights representing the brickyards, being switched on and off during the flight. 
But some motorists would not comply with the requests of air wardens to dim their lights. 38 06 29 
1943 03 05 

Wellington. Flew into houses near Whittlesey. E-H 

1943 12 17 

B17. Crash landed at Whittlesey. Crew safe. E-H 

1944 01 07 ES 

Flying Fortress forced landing, Whittlesey p5 

1948 06 08 
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Concern at the possibility of parts of Cambridgeshire countryside being taken over by the R.A.F. for 
practice bombing ranges was voiced at a meeting in Trinity College. They propose to set up practice 
bombing ranges at Babraham (near Duxford aerodrome), East Hatley (near Bassingbourn and Bourn) 
and North of Whittlesey. These ranges, it said, are used from time to time for dropping marker bombs 
only and when the red flag is flying and the footpaths across are blocked. At Babraham the range is 
crossed by two footpaths but the footbridge across the river is broken down. 

1950 02 04 

A start has been made on the construction of 38 garages on the Walpole Road housing estate in 
Cambridge using a new system of mortar less block construction known as “Dri-crete”. This patented 
concrete block is the invention of a local businessman, Mr B.F. Hartley, who has been a manufacturer 
of concrete products for several years. The British Art Tile Company of Cambridge and Whittlesey 
are the patentees and manufacturers. 

1951 07 06 

Important Isle inns to be marked with plaques; include White Hart Ely, Red Lion Chatteris, Black 
Bull Whittlesey; others less significant include Cutter, Royal Standard 51 07 O6ES 

1952 06 26 

About 6,000 acres of the best fenland are devoted to the growth of celery, with an annual production 
of some 70,000 tons. Of this acreage 1,500 are in Cambridgeshire. At Whittlesey there are growers 
who earn a good living by producing celery crops for planting out in fields. Prickers-out get a wage of 
30s. a day, if they are very good. During the lifting and trimming process one man lifts, one takes off 
the outside leaves and another removes the roots. — 52 06 26 

1952 07 19 

For the first time in its 25 years existence the Cambs and East Midlands Union of Strict Baptist 
Churches received an official visit from the Mayor of Cambridge. The occasion was the silver jubilee 
celebration of the founding of the union and was attended by Pastor A.W. Whayman of Whittlesey, 
one of the original members. For 20 years he was Pastor at Eden Baptist Church, Cambridge where 
the celebration was held. 

1954 10 15 ES 

Whittlesey Sir Harry Smith School opened. 54 10 15(2)ES 

1961 02 22 

Boys of two Army Cadet Battalion learned their drills the hard way when their machine guns jammed 
right in the middle of an enemy attack. Later a tremendous assault was launched upon a tree-filled 
quarry defended by resolute Bren gunners from Whittlesey. Smoke hit the attackers from their 
objective as they struggled through the bushes and undergrowth while the air was filled with the noise 
of loud explosions and the clatter and crack of rifle fire. Afterwards everyone returned to the 
Barrington Training Centre for lunch— 61 02 22b 

1964 01 20 

Thatching in Cambridgeshire is a flourishing industry with more than enough work to be done. Just 
after the war there was a serious shortage of professional thatchers and some very bad work was 
undertaken by amateurs and ‘jumpers’ or stack thatchers, which brought disrepute to the craft. Now 
the Rural Industries Bureau has formed an association to guarantee their work. Good thatchers like the 
five Dodson brothers of Abbots Ripton can earn up to £2,000a year. But there is a shortage of boys 
and female thatchers are almost unknown. In the Isle of Ely there is almost no thatch, except in 
Whittlesey. Barns and outbuildings are often re-roofed with corrugated iron when the thatch wears out 
64 01 20c 

1973 01 12 

In the medical field a health centre is a social parallel to a village college. A health centre provides a 
very wide range of services and facilities to its "customers" all in one place. While Cambridgeshire 
was not among the real pioneers it has certainly joined the vanguard quickly. For it is now believed 
that there are more general practitioners based in Cambridgeshire Health centres, as a percentage, than 
anywhere else in the country. And this has all happened since the first health centre in the county was 
opened at March in 1969. Sawston Littleport and Whittlesey followed that year. Ely and Soham got 
similar centres in 1971, two more at Bar Hill and Fulbourn are now being built for opening next 
spring 

1977 06 27 
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Whittlesey Scrapbook 1897-1990 by Mike Petty 


In five seconds George Williams of Sawston broke the world record and the skyline at Whittlesey will 
never be quite the same again. He didn’t actually press the button that reduced ten chimneys to a field 
of rubble — that was left to Lesley Judd of BBC tv’s “Blue Peter. But it was his job to make sure they 
fell and fell in the right place. The chimneys, ranging from 90 to 230 foot, dated from the turn of the 
century and belonged to the London Brick Company; they will be replaced by only five. 

1978 10 11 

British Rail seems rather attached to the traditional style level crossing gate. Each time one is smashed 
to pieces by a train at Great Shelford they replace it with a new one. The crossing is a traditional 
manned gate system — branded by a Government report in 1968 as a ‘creaking anachronism’. Since 
then there have been level crossing accidents at Shelford in January 1969 and October 1971, 
Longstanton, Whittlesey, Prickwillow and Brinkley Road crossing near Newmarket. The sight of BR 
workmen installing yet another manned gate at Gt Shelford has done little to allay the public’s fears of 
their safety. 

1984 01 10 

To the sound of bells, drums, accordion and the heavy clump of clogs more than 40 musicians from St 
Neots, Whittlesey, Downham Market and Stevenage brought Plough Monday to life in Fenstanton. 
Dances featured milk maids and ploughboys and songs were about good old ale and hearty dishes of 
parsnips. And if anybody noticed the modern paraphernalia of cars, flash guns and the searchlights of 
a television camera crew they were too polite to mention it. Dancing also took place at Balsham 
where they took a plough into each of the village’s three inns. 84 01 10 p11 

1985 08 07 

A Nene-Ouse navigation link from Stanground to Salter’s Lode would allow through passage from 
Bedford, Cambridge and Ely to the major waterway network of the country, via the Grand Union 
Canal. At present about 650 craft annually use locks at either end of the proposed link, a figure that 
could treble. The Middlel Level would be improved encouraging craft to stop at March and 
Whittlesey, boosting tourism and leading to additional industries such as craft workshops and 
camping sites. 85 08 07 

1986 02 07 

Dozens of Sawston families were evacuated after a 241b cache of explosives was discovered in a 
home. Most were put up for the night by other residents but 30 were taken to the Village College 
where camp beds were brought in and staff dished out tea and coffee. The industrial gelignite, some of 
it in poor condition, was thought to belong to an explosives expert who established a world record for 
demolishing 10 chimneys at Whittlesey. It was detonated in an open field by bomb disposal experts 
86 02 07 
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